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Love, Death, and the Human Fate: Analyzing Themes of "Beloved" and "Howl" 

Introduction 

In literature, themes of love and death like any other become intertwined, symbolizing 

the complexities of life. Allen Ginsberg and Toni Morrison's "Howl" and "Beloved" are the 

leading works in the theme of human existence examination. They each bring you a vivid 

enlightenment of the human nature. However, both these texts use contrasting time periods and 

society backgrounds to depict the stories that are fundamental to the comprehension of how 

death and love bind up during a person's life time. "Beloved" portrays the unforgettable 

consequences of slave trade, combining the themes of maternal love, trauma, and death’s spectral 

presence together. The contrary idea is that "Howl" owns the traits of the Beat Generation of 

disillusionment and rebellion where the themes of existential pain, decaying society, and craving 

for interaction in chaos context are analyzed. This piece unpacks the thematic pillars conceived 

by Morrison and Ginsberg, how their works outline the thin line between life and death. The 

analysis we make, by the means of which, we can remove the mystery about "Beloved" and 

"Howl" and demonstrate their timelessness and deep understanding of the human life. 

Love and Death in "Beloved" 

Through "Beloved," Toni Morrison develops a painfully striking novel, penetrating into the deep 

wounds slavery leaves on the individual and the whole community. In the middle, the author 
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attributes love itself, its complexities and repercussions. The loving heart of Sethe for her 

children, which is shown more powerfully toward her daughter, Beloved, is the main reason of 

this story's development. However, this love is a double-edged sword, which is above two 

outcomes such as dying and depression. To shield her kids from the agonies of slavery, Sethe is 

compelled to take decisive measures with permanent consequences for the rest of the narrative. 

 Morrison has a masterpiece that not only depicts the evils of slavery but also takes 

readers’ through the complexities of human relationships after slavery. The novel portrays the 

true horrors of slavery through compelling characters and vivid writing, including the audience 

in the grueling trip of love, death, and the unending trauma (Cran, 172). Morrison’s narration is a 

very captivating account of how the human spirit can endure the unthinkable adversity. 

Loved's character portrays an important side of the interconnection between love and 

death within the storyline. She is also a deep ghost of past torment haunting me, and sometimes 

represent a deep longing for love. Sethe's dead daughter's ghost, who serves as a spectral nexus 

where the distinction between love and death is finally blurred into a messy maelstrom. She has 

an enigmatic, intangible appearance as if facing the living dead to get to know each other’s 

personal history (Kolářová, n.p). Through Beloved's enigmatic presence, love, and death are 

easily mixed and muddled into a difficult weaving that deepens the characters' journeys. The plot 

masterfully interweaves these issues together and shows how the need for love is inseparable 

from the unescapable shadow of death that follows those who are just drifting in the tsunami of 

life. 

On the other hand, as the novel depicts the bond between Sethe and her children, it also 

touches on the common effects of slavery which added another layer to their connections. Sethe's 

love for her children is deep but mixed with slavery, which haunts, stalks, and trespasses into 
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their lives. Death, whether physical or metaphorical in any shape, embraces all the dimensions of 

their life. The heroes fight not only with the physical dying of the loved ones but also the 

dissolving of innocence and freedom—a sudden and torturous process which just as slavery 

keeps on tormenting them. Through her figurative representation in the story, readers can 

confront the damage that slavery has inflicted on the human soul and also be reminded of the 

constant conflict between humanity and the spirits of the past. Toni Morrison has thus used a 

weave of sadness, tenacity as well as the fact that love bears the ugliest chapters of history or 

brings out the most beautiful soul of a human being. 

Love and Death, "Howl" 

The themes of love and death in "Howl" by Allen Ginsberg convey a zeitgeist of upheavals, 

which happen after the Second World War and the emergence of the Beat Generation's 

counterculture. Ginsberg's poetical power depicts the grim situation of life full of spiritual 

quandary that was everywhere. In the backdrop of the culture of disillusionment and the search 

for authenticity, "Howl" appears to be the power cry against the links and the meaning of the 

world that teems with doubts. Liking, to Ginsberg, is not an ordinary feeling, it's a ray of 

sunshine in the midst of the storm, and it is capable of uniting all of humanity in a group that 

fights an overpowering despair. According to Edber (35), death takes a great deal of space in the 

poem leaving behind it a dark shadow of the Ginsberg's words which convey the idea that 

nothing in this world is forever. Through the poem "Howl", Ginsberg expresses the essence of 

his generation which is looking for answers to puzzling questions about identity, purpose and 

death. This is why the poem has created a legacy for the readers even today. 

Allen Ginsberg's gloomy empathic poem provides a reflection on the social ills around 

us: inequality and alienation of people in today's society. Death emergence as a sign can be seen 
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as destructive and depressing, people losing their innocence and becoming hostile. And this, 

amidst the dismal picture of disarray and hopelessness, there is a hunger for affection, an impulse 

that looks for reconciliation and companionship in the midst of those turbulent waters of life. As 

he would call it, his lines not only show the world's conundrum and the journey for meaning but 

also the difficulties of this quest that involve the existential anguish and longing (Cran, 170). All 

the lines echo the people's choir of agony asking for a refuge where they can find understanding 

and empathy in the midst of all the hardships they face (Aziz, et al., 305). Thus, the poem is a 

symbol of the ultimate triumph of human spirit whose craving for redemption only grows 

through the rubble of the broken world. 

Ginsberg’s "Howl" description of love spans every facet of human emotions, creating an 

intricate and vivid story. The love portrayed within the poem is multi-faceted and plays out in 

various forms that span from fading moments to profound meetings. It is a symbol of opposition 

to death sentiments and melancholy. It is providing a way of redemption where there was no 

hope at all. However, howl is a love that is all shrouded in anguish and longing. Ways in which 

the speaker examines love discloses that there is a difficult fight between the fragility of human 

relationships and the sensitive part of intimacy which is always ready to a lost. Media symbols 

are used by Ginsberg to render love – both the enabling and destructive kind – as a force which 

leaves some imprint on the vulnerable human being. The poem "Howl" displays love as a 

contradictory journey, instead through suffering and happiness, which, however, shows the 

strength of the human spirit. 

Connecting Themes 

"Beloved" by Toni Morrison and "Howl" by Allen Ginsberg, being very different in the cultural 

and historical backgrounds, still have some similar themes. In spite of diverse situations and 
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narrative styles, both books succeed in untangling the intricacy of human emotions that are 

included in the complex relationship between life and death. In Beloved, Morrison delves into 

the lasting impact slavery ended with the family ties, - which is the result of the type of love and 

stress in individuals’ as well as community identity. On the one hand, while "Howl" by Allen 

Ginsberg is focused on the cultural zeitgeist of postwar America grappling with the angst and 

loss of buoyancy among the Beat Generation, it also captures their quest for freedom of 

expression. However, beneath the surface disparities, both works echo a universal truth about the 

human condition: the undeniable truthfulness of the human existence when enclosed by the 

search for love and meaning. By means of compelling photos, true-to-life descriptions, and 

thought-provoking statements both Morrison and Ginsberg demonstrate the fleeting and resilient 

character of the human soul and make the reader ponder the endless complexities of existence 

and the unstoppable power of the love in the midst of suffering. 

In both "Beloved" and "Howl," the theme of love beyond the death was quite prominent, 

which let us see the essence of human's soul. In Toni Morrison’s “Beloved”, Sethe’s maternal 

love immeasurably surpasses any other and function as Sethe’s ultimate source of strength. This 

love however is more than just an emotion, it is a power that propels Sethe forward, being her 

comfort and strength in the midst of the unthinkable evil. The same as in the poem "Howl" of 

Ginsberg where the love seems to be something to replace the pointlessness and the dark times of 

that period, so the connection between individuals is created by love in the environment filled 

with fragmentation and alienation. Hence, by seeing love characters in both works are coming to 

the understanding and enjoyment of life that transmits them across the boundaries of death and 

allows them comfort and friendship even in the difficult times. The different types of love are 
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shown as the light that can give a little bit of brightness to even the worst of the circumstances, 

demonstrating that there is hope always. 

"Beloved" and "Howl" are complementary, since they deal with love as both the most 

powerful and the most powerless feeling in the face of the fatal certainty of death. Toni Morrison 

in her novel “Beloved” depicts the severity of slavery that is still looming on the horizons of the 

characters and portrays their freedom as fragile and in danger. Death, be it real or imaginary, 

obsesses the plot, and therefore they are forced to keep thinking about their frailty and the 

precariousness of their relationship. For instance, in Allen Ginsberg's "Howl", love is not solid 

and fragile, instead it is easily drowned in the river of reality or the inevitable sweep of time. 

They give a passage of fight against nature to face the fact of their death. The feature of their 

relationships and the pain of their losses and the feeling of their transience are intertwined. Each 

of them has a connection expressed in their own way to the fact that death is unavoidable and 

humans are strong. 

In conclusion, "Beloved" by Toni Morrison and "Howl" by Allen Ginsberg convey love 

and death in an extravagant and varied style.. While having entirely different settings and stories, 

the authors encounter the controversial issues of love and death and reveal the complexity of 

their connection. In Beloved, racism, mistreatment, and the supernatural are woven into 

Morrison's creation of a very emotional story where the setting is the love of a mother. Through 

her characters, in particular, Sethe and Beloved, Toni Morrison confirms that there is nothing 

more powerful than love, even in the worst situations. The "Howl" by Ginsberg is on one hand, 

his tribal and truthful voice that is the focal point of a search for love in a period of loss of faith 

and cannibalism. Both novels oblige the reader to ponder the most fundamental questions about 

the existence of the humankind. It becomes not only the source of resistance but also the delicate 
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reminder of the very transience of life in its thick black shadow of death. Contrary to this, 

"Beloved" and "Howl" serve as magnificent portrayals of the perseverance of mankind and the 

supremacy of love in the face of death's inexorable growth. 
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